
• Every several years (~ 7 years), the US particle physics community works together to identify the most exciting questions for the field 
and map out the tools and resources they’ll need to address them


• The “Snowmass” process, named after its original venue and organized by the Division of Particles and Fields of the American 
Physical Society, consists of a series of meetings and workshops.


• Guides P5 subpanel of the High Energy Physics Advisory Panel -> final set of recommendations presented to US funding agencies

SNOWMASS

• 10 “frontiers” of physics, dubbed: 

• energy, 

• neutrino, 

• rare processes & precision, 

• cosmic, theory, 

• accelerator, 

• instrumentation, 

• computation, 

• underground facilities, 

• community engagement


• First time that organizers requested short Letters of Interest, LOIs, from any 
scientists who wanted to share their ideas. 


• Informal starting point for the community to organize its efforts, forming 
groups with common interests and goals to more efficiently tackle the next 
steps in the process


• The goal is to have a more cohesive community and make sure that 
everyone's voices are heard.



• By the deadline, they had received about 1560 
unique LOIs


• One area that generated a lot of interest is long-lived 
particles


• Guides P5 subpanel of the High Energy Physics 
Advisory Panel -> final set of recommendations 
presented to US funding agencies

https://gordonwatts.github.io/snowmass-loi-words/
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